
Dear Manchester Public Schools Community, 

As you may have already seen, Governor Lamont just announced that he is ordering all schools in 
Connecticut to remain closed until at least April 20. I have other updates for today, but would first like 
to encourage everyone to take proper precautions as we continue to deal with the Coronavirus 
(COVID-19) pandemic. This is a crucial time and we all need to work together -- mostly by staying 
apart -- in order to prevent the spread of the virus and keep everyone safe. Below is some important 
information for this week. The district posted a video earlier today on Facebook that addresses a wide 
range of issues.  You can view it here. 

Chromebook pickup 

Grades 3-8 

Any family with a child in grades 3-8 that needs a chromebook, whether you indicated you needed 
one during the recent phone call with their child’s teacher or not is welcome to check out a school 
device by following the schedule below. 

Tuesday, March 24, 2020 

9:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m.   

Pick up at Illing Middle School, 227 East Middle Turnpike 

Parents of students in grades 3-8 -- drive up to the front of Illing Middle School and have their 
student’s ID or the ID number to speed checkout and minimize contact.  

Wednesday, March 25, 2020 

9:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m.  

Pick up at Bennet Academy, 1151 Main Street 

Parents of students in grades 3-8 -- drive up to the front of Bennet and have their student’s ID or the 
ID number to speed checkout and minimize contact.  

Grade 9-12 

Thursday, March 25, 2020 

11:00a.m. - 1:00 p.m.  

Pick up at Manchester High School, use the main entrance on East Middle Turnpike 

Students in grades 9-12 report to MHS to get chargers, turn in a broken device for a loaner or pick up 
a device if you left your device at school. Please bring your ID or be ready to show a picture of it on 
your phone. 

Procedures for Pick Up 

https://www.facebook.com/watch/?v=191434225642672


If you are driving, please stay in your car, in line until you get to the front table at which point 
someone will come to your car. 

If you are walking, please keep the recommended 6 feet of space between you and other family 
groups in the walking line.  Please keep the number of people who come to pick up a Chromebook to 
a minimum, but be mindful not to leave young children home unattended. 

If you are unable to leave your home or if you cannot come during these pickup locations/times, 
please contact me. 

We will share more information soon about the possibility of devices for PK-2 students. In the event 
that we are able to provide devices for PK - 2 students, device pick up would be Friday. 

Interim Learning Opportunities 

The formal interim learning opportunities work will begin with a soft launch on Thursday, March 26 
and Friday, March 27 with teachers connecting with students in Google classrooms (invitation by 
email) or, in some cases, over the phone. Instructions on how to access Google classroom will be 
communicated later this week. This will allow us to have more opportunities for learning in place 
starting next Monday, March 30.  

Dealing with Stress 

In the past two weeks our lives and routines have been upended, and many have anxiety about our 
families’ health, finances, food supply and so on. One thing hasn’t changed, though: parents always 
want the best for their children. We have tips and resources for parents to use to support their 
children socially and emotionally during these difficult times. You can access the parent 
resources here.  

Free Student Meals 

A reminder that free ‘grab-and-go’ meals for students are available Monday through Friday Breakfast 
is from 8-10 a.m. and lunch from 11:30 a.m.-1 p.m. and meals are served at: 

 Bennet Academy 
 Manchester Middle Academy 
 Waddell Elementary School 
 Squire Village 

I will have more updates for you as they become available and in the meantime want to thank 
everyone for your patience and cooperation. This is a stressful time for everyone but I am confident 
that by working together we can provide all of our students the support they need. If you have 
questions you can send them to b11jfarr@mpspride.org. 

I hope you and your family are healthy and well.  

Sincerely, 

Matt Geary 

Superintendent 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/15xqJrSNo4ZFGcZK-eEpkfjuhRQ8qQq7OByu_tmlCZSU/edit?usp=sharing
mailto:b11jfarr@mpspride.org

